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HONORING THE BICENTENNIAL OF 

THE LUCERNE INN 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2014 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize The Lucerne Inn as it celebrates its 
bicentennial. 

In the early 1800s, Nathan Phillips built a 
family home in Dedham, Maine, overlooking 
Phillips Lake, on land granted to John Phillips 
for his service in the Revolutionary War. Con-
veniently situated as the only stop on the road 
connecting the Brewer and Bangor area to 
Ellsworth and other points Down East, by 
1814, the home quickly became a popular lo-
cation for travelers of all stripes to stay and 
enjoy a meal. This led to the eventual trans-
formation of the home into The Lucerne Inn. 

Over the years, The Lucerne Inn has made 
a number of changes to include modern 
amenities while also maintaining its 19th cen-
tury charm. The Inn currently has 31 rooms 
overlooking Phillips Lake and the scenic 
Dedham Hills. Each room includes a flat 
screen television, gas fireplace, and a heated 
towel bar. The Inn also features several dining 
areas that offer a diverse menu of progressive 
American cuisine and an award-winning wine 
collection. Bordering the Inn is the Lucerne-in- 
Maine Golf Course, which offers discounted 
rates and packages to guests of the Inn. 

The Inn plays host to numerous weddings 
each year, as well as its annual October bridal 
show, which is attended by more than 100 
brides. Additionally, many memorial cere-
monies, Christmas parties, baby showers and 
business meetings choose The Lucerne Inn as 
their venue. Accommodations such as free 
wifi, LCD projectors and flip charts are avail-
able for such events. 

To commemorate The Lucerne Inn’s bicen-
tennial, the owners, Steve and Rhonda Jones, 
are planning several special events and deals 
for guests and patrons of the Inn. These 
events include a public open house, wine and 
menu specials priced at $18.14, and special 
rates for guests. I am delighted to recognize 
the accomplishments of this wonderful estab-
lishment and look forward to its continued suc-
cess in the years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me again in con-
gratulating The Lucerne Inn on its bicenten-
nial. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,419,220,117,766.69. We’ve 
added $6,792,343,068,853.61 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $6.7 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

HONORING JERRY DENBO 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2014 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
mourn the death, but more importantly cele-
brate the life of Jerry L. Denbo, a beloved 
friend and father. Jerry died at 63 on February 
24, 2014. 

Jerry Denbo was a genuine Hoosier man. 
He grew up in Bedford, Indiana where he went 
to high school. At Indiana University he grad-
uated with a Master’s in Education, and 
worked at two high schools before becoming 
the State Representative for District 62. Jerry 
retired from his General Assembly position in 
2007 after 17 years of service. 

Jerry Denbo was a fierce advocate for the 
communities he served. For many years Jerry 
fought to bring casino gaming to French Lick 
and was ultimately successful, bringing much 
needed economic assistance and employment 
to the area. Jerry had a great love for working 
for the state of Indiana, and brought warmth 
and humor to his service. 

Jerry Denbo exemplified the greatness of 
the Hoosier spirit. His memory will live on in 
the prosperity he contributed to the state of In-
diana. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. JEANNE 
A. CONRY 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2014 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Dr. Jeanne A. Conry, President of the Amer-
ican College of Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists, who made major contributions to the 
betterment of women’s health throughout her 
long and successful career. 

The initiatives she has undertaken guar-
antee profound improvements in women’s 
health. 

Dr. Conry began her tenure as ACOG Presi-
dent by applauding the Affordable Care Act’s 
priority on women’s health, asserting that, ‘‘By 
investing in this generation, we have invested 
in the next.’’ She called on America’s 58,000 
ob-gyns and partners in women’s health to 
‘‘lead the changes that are before us, because 
we are truly the leaders in women’s 
healthcare.’’ 

Dr. Conry’s theme during her Presidency 
has been ‘‘Every Woman, Every Time,’’ a re-
minder to her profession and to us all that at 
every contact in our health care system, repro-
ductive health choices and well-woman care 
are a necessity. 

Her work urges recognition that socio-
economic, demographic, biologic and behav-
ioral differences among women can impact re-
productive outcomes greatly. 

As part of her leadership, Dr. Conry devel-
oped the National Maternal Health Initiative, a 
partnership to bring together leaders in public 
and private health policy to improve maternal 
health outcomes. It includes ACOG; the Soci-
ety for Maternal-Fetal Medicine (SMFM); the 
Association of Women’s Health, Obstetric and 
Neonatal Nurses; the American College of 

Nurse-Midwives; Merck for Mothers; and the 
Maternal Child Health Branch of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. 

Dr. Conry has pointed to the successful 
focus on newborn outcomes that show fetal 
and infant mortality have decreased by almost 
30 percent in the past three decades. Her re-
search shows that maternal mortality has actu-
ally increased, however, and in some states 
by almost 50 percent. Her conclusions reveal 
African-American women have a maternal 
mortality rate up to four times higher than 
white women. These significant findings will 
improve pregnancy outcomes for generations 
to come. 

Dr. Conry’s efforts emphasize the reduction 
of maternal morbidity and mortality through ac-
cess to contraception planning, and ensuring 
safety in maternity care. Her initiatives have 
led to better outcomes through life-course 
planning, obesity and exercise awareness, 
and redesigning the postpartum visit to opti-
mize future health and pregnancy outcomes. 

She has established a process to region-
alize care so that women at high risk deliver 
at hospitals that can meet their needs. The ini-
tiative has gone toward identifying and imple-
menting protocols for maternity risk conditions 
such as hemorrhaging, hypertension, thrombo-
embolism, cardiac disease, and sepsis. 

Dr. Corny has called on all leaders in mater-
nity care to guide this change in women’s 
health care. Her career has also been dedi-
cated to better understanding and inves-
tigating how the environment impacts repro-
ductive health by proposing a broader analysis 
of the health effects that pharmaceuticals, diet, 
drugs, tobacco, alcohol, radiation and chemi-
cals in the environment have on women. 

Her leadership and legacy extend to improv-
ing women’s health by initiating partnerships 
to facilitate coordination and harmonization of 
clinical guidelines in Great Britain, Canada, 
the United States and other ob-gyn societies. 
These guidelines now provide direction for 
maternal health programs as well as the prac-
tice of obstetrics and gynecology around the 
world. 

And of course, Dr. Conry’s advocacy for 
women’s health here in Washington, D.C. is 
truly exceptional. From stopping legislative in-
terference in medical practice, to ensuring and 
protecting ACA coverage of contraceptives, to 
leading ob-gyns as they visit the Hill in March 
for improved care of gestational diabetes, Dr. 
Conry’s advocacy knows no bounds. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to honor Dr. Jeanne 
Conry, whose devotion and leadership has ad-
vanced the improvement of women’s health by 
leaps and bounds here in the United States 
and abroad. 

f 

THE INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO 
REQUIRE THE LIBRARY OF CON-
GRESS TO INSTALL THE D.C. 
SEAL IN THE MAIN READING 
ROOM OF THE THOMAS JEFFER-
SON BUILDING 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2014 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce a bill to require the Library of Congress 
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(LOC) to install the District of Columbia seal in 
the Main Reading Room of the Thomas Jeffer-
son Building of the LOC. The bill calls on the 
Library of Congress to take the appropriate 
action to depict the seal of the District of Co-
lumbia on the stained-glass windows in the 
Main Reading Room, where the seals of the 
states are depicted. Currently, the stained- 
glass windows contain the seals of all states 
and territories that existed when the building 
was constructed, except for the seal of the 
District of Columbia, whose seal was readily 
available at the time and should have been 
depicted. This omission was brought to my at-
tention by a District resident, Luis Landau, a 
former docent at the Library. We are asking 
that this omission be corrected at the earliest 
time. In addition to the omission of the District 
of Columbia, the only currently unrepresented 
states from the stained-glass display are Ha-
waii and Alaska, but they were not states or 
territories when the building was constructed. 
The fact that these two states were not part of 
the Union at the time of the creation of the 
stained-glass windows argues for a depiction 
of the District seal as well, which, after all, 
was in fact the nation’s capital at the time. 

The residents of the District of Columbia 
have always had all the obligations of Amer-
ican citizenship, including paying federal taxes 
and service in all the nation’s wars, including 
the War of 1812, during which the Capitol 
building, which then housed the Library of 
Congress, was burned, prompting construction 
of the current Library of Congress building 
with the state and territory seals. It is, there-
fore, without question that the District and its 
residents should receive equal treatment 
among the stained-glass windows that portray 
the history of the United States. D.C. residents 
deserve to have their history and American 
citizenship recognized. 

There is existing evidence that the seal of 
the District of Columbia should have been de-
picted. The Members of Congress room in the 
Jefferson Building, which is not open to the 
public, has a painted depiction of the D.C. 
seal, along with state seals, on its ceiling. This 
precedent reinforces our request to be rep-
resented among the stained-glass windows in 
the Main Reading Room, which is open to the 
public. There is no reason why the D.C. seal 
cannot be added with the planned restoration 
of the stained-glass. The right time to add the 
seal of the District of Columbia, whose resi-
dents pay full taxes and have served in all the 
nation’s wars, like the residents of the 50 
states, would be during the planned restora-
tion. 

Congress already automatically includes the 
District of Columbia and its residents, or has 
corrected the omission of the District of Co-
lumbia, when honoring the states. For exam-
ple, the District of Columbia War Memorial 
honors District residents who served in World 
War I, the World War II Memorial includes a 
column representing the District of Columbia, 
the flag of the District of Columbia is displayed 
among the flags of the fifty states in the tunnel 
connecting the House office buildings to the 
Capitol, and D.C.’s Frederick Douglass statue 
now sits in the Capitol alongside the statues 
from the 50 states. In January of last year, the 
President signed into law the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013, 
which contains language requiring the armed 
services to display the District of Columbia 
flag whenever the flags of the states are dis-

played. Legislation was also enacted to give 
D.C. a coin after it was omitted from legisla-
tion creating coins for the 50 states. I also 
successfully worked with the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice to create a D.C. stamp, like the stamps for 
the 50 states, and worked with the National 
Park Service to add the D.C. flag alongside 
the state flags. Inclusion of the D.C. seal, 
along with the seals of the states, is the next 
step. 

I urge support of this legislation. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO OUR CITIZENS OF 
DIANE NASH 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2014 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, as we reflect on 
the events of the past month in celebration of 
the contributions made to our nation by Afri-
can Americans, I would like to submit Diane 
Nash’s story. 

Diane Judith Nash was born on Chicago’s 
South Side on May 15, 1938. Diane’s father, 
Leon Nash, migrated north from Mississippi 
and held a clerical job in the military during 
World War II. Dorothy Bolton Nash, Diane’s 
mother, also migrated north from her Ten-
nessee birthplace. Raised by her grand-
mother, Carrie Bolton, until she was seven, 
Diane was taught to turn a blind eye toward 
racial injustice and strive to be a polite and ac-
cepting girl. Growing up, she attended the Sis-
ters of the Blessed Sacrament parochial 
school, which was operated by nuns who 
taught only minority students. Later she would 
attend public high school and go on to Wash-
ington, DC, to begin her college career at 
Howard University. In 1959, Diane decided to 
transfer to Fisk University in Nashville. It was 
in Nashville where she was first exposed to 
the full force of Jim Crow and its effect on the 
lives of African Americans—exclusion from 
restaurants, schools, and facilities common to 
everyday life. 

After experiencing such shocking discrimina-
tory events, Diane decided to search for a way 
to challenge segregation. She began attending 
non-violent civil disobedience workshops led 
by Rev. James Lawson. Rev. Lawson had 
studied Mahatma Gandhi’s techniques of non-
violent direct action and passive resistance 
while studying in India. By the end of her first 
semester at Fisk, she had become one of 
Rev. Lawson’s most devoted disciples. 

In 1960 at the age of 22, she became the 
leader of the Nashville sit-ins, which lasted 
from February to May. Unlike previous move-
ments, which were guided by older adults, this 
movement was led and composed primarily of 
students and young people. Students would 
sit-in at segregated lunch counters, accepting 
arrest in line with non-violent principles. Diane, 
with JOHN LEWIS, led the protesters in a policy 
of refusing to pay bail. While participating in 
the Nashville sit-ins, Diane first met one of her 
fellow protestors, James Bevel, whom she 
would later marry and raise two children, a 
son and a daughter. 

Diane helped found the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), and quit 
school to lead its direct action wing. In 1961, 
Diane and ten fellow students were arrested in 

Rock Hill, South Carolina for protesting seg-
regation. Once jailed, they would not accept 
bail. Originally fearful of jail, Diane was ar-
rested dozens of times for her activities. In 
1962, although she was four months pregnant 
she faced a two year prison sentence for con-
tributing to the delinquency of minors whom 
she had encouraged to become Freedom Rid-
ers and ride on the buses. ‘‘I believe that if I 
go to jail now,’’ she wrote in an open letter, ‘‘it 
may help hasten that day when my child and 
all children will be free—not only on the day 
of their birth but for all their lives.’’ 

In September 1963, Diane and others were 
shocked by a church bombing in Birmingham 
which killed four young girls. After learning of 
this, they committed themselves to raising a 
non-violent army in Alabama. This plan even-
tually culminated in the Selma to Montgomery 
marches for voting rights in Alabama in early 
1965. Marchers repeatedly attempted to cross 
the Pettus Bridge, only to be attacked by Ala-
bama troopers armed with clubs and tear gas. 
The initiative culminated in the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, which guaranteed the vote to citi-
zens regardless of race. President John F. 
Kennedy appointed her to a national com-
mittee that prepared for the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

Diane also worked closely with Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. as an organizer, strategist, 
field staff person, race relations staff person, 
and workshop instructor. In 1965 Diane was 
awarded the Southern Christian Leadership 
Council’s Rosa Parks Award for planning and 
carrying out the tumultuous campaign for voter 
registration in Selma, Alabama. 

In 2003, Diane received the Distinguished 
American Award presented by the John F. 
Kennedy Library Foundation. A year later, the 
LBJ Award for Leadership in Civil Rights was 
bestowed on Diane by the Lyndon Baines 
Johnson Library and Museum. One of her 
most recent honors was the award of the Na-
tional Civil Rights Museum’s freedom Award in 
2008. 

Diane Nash is an outspoken advocate of 
civil rights for African Americans, women, vet-
erans and young people. She is one of the 
most iconic female leaders to emerge from the 
era now commonly known as the civil rights 
movement. She has spoken at countless col-
leges and universities, youth organizations 
and human rights conferences. She currently 
resides in Chicago, where she has worked for 
several decades in tenant organizing housing 
advocacy, and real estate. Diane’s life work 
has been to empower young people to feel 
that they can bring awareness to any injustice 
they may be experiencing in their lives through 
non-violent means. 

Recently, Mrs. Nash traveled to Toledo, 
Ohio to speak at the University of Toledo’s As-
piring Young Leaders Conference. She held 
the young audience spellbound as she related 
her life’s story and quest for full equality of all 
people in our socity. At age 76, Diane Nash is 
inspiring the next generation and leading non-
violent advancement in American society. 
What an incredible and rare woman is she. 
Thank you Mrs. Diane Nash for your brave 
and effective life dedicated to highest prin-
ciples of human progress. 
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